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simile blocks or collo-type plates with transliterations of ins-
criptions of the past three or four centuries. There is, there-
fore, very little justification for the costly publication of ins-
criptions which are less valuable both historically and philo-
logically at the exclusion of the official documents and other
contemporary material. It is true that inscriptions are gene-
. rally under Government care and officers responsible for them
are not ordinarily in touch with other historical sources. But
this simple monopoly in stone inscriptions is not a convincing
reason why the expense of blocks etc. of inscriptions of later
date should be given preference to expenditure on the publi-
cation of other highly useful sources.